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An ACCOUNT of the Detection of Fx Aus 
at the CUSTOM- HOUSE, which had been 
ſucceſsfully carried on for Years by falſe Af. 


firmations, (PERJURY) and their very re- 
markable Puniſhment : 


Some curious QUERIES and LETTERSto the Right 
Hon, the LORDS of the TREASURY, and 
GEORGE GRENVILLE, Eſqz © | 
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A MEMORIAL on the OCCASION, 
Prefented to the Right Hon. the Lords of the Treaſury · 
Drawn by Mr. PHILIPPS who m the Printer's 


Cauſe, and that of JOHN WILKES, Eſq; againft 
ROBERT WOOD, Eſq; under Secretary of State. 
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eat the true Spirit of any Aﬀair, and not follow 
the doll lifeleſs Forms and Precedents of Law. 
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TO -F-30iM 


Hon. the HOUSE of COMMONS. 


May it pleaſe ur Honours, 
KXKXO excuſe the Liberty I have ta- 
*F T — ken in addreſſing the following 
Ee Letter to ſo auguſt an Aſſembly. 
Notwithſtanding many Laws 
have been made to prevent the pernicious 
Practice of Smuggling, which, beſides 
draining the Nation of immenſe Sums 
of Money, is of the greateſt Prejudice 
to his Majeſty's Revenues, as well as ex- 
tremely detrimental to the Publick, and 

the fair Trader. 

Prxjuxr, by which (according to Evi- 
dence examined before the Committee of 
the Houſe of Commons, appointed to en- 
| quire into the Cauſes of Smuggling, in the 
B 5 
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Year 1745, as now publiſhed by S. T. Jan 
ſen, Eſq;)the greateſt and moſt advantageous 
Part of that deſtructive Practice is carried 
on, is no where taken Notice of, (except 
in Courts of Judicature) nor any Puniſh- 


ment annexed to that moſt daring and infa- 
mous Vice, by which the Publick has been 


ſo exceſſively defrauded, not only with the 
greateſt Eaſe, but the greateſt Security too. 

The Two Perſons mentioned in the fol- 
lowing Letter, detected in thoſe vile Prac- 
tices, were pretended Quakers, and as ſuch 


the more inexcuſable, becauſe not. to de- | 


fraud the King, nor even to deal in Goods 
ſuſpected to be run, are Matters of moral 
Obligation to that Society, and make one 
of their Queries at their Meetings fer re- 
gulating their Affairs, and enquiring into 
the Conduct and Behaviour of the People; 
and their Obſervance as ſtrictly enjoined as 
the Performance of any other moral or re- 
ligious Duty. Would it be any Diſhonout 
for the Teachers and Preachers of any Re- 
gion. in theſe. Kingdoms, to imitate the 
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Quakers in that Particular, in Obedience 
to the Command of aur Saviour, who en- 
forced it by his Example, Give unto Cæſar 
the Things that are Cæſar :. Would it not 
be a good, a commendable and a charita- 
ble Act, to conyince their Hearers, that 
while they buy run Goods, they are not 
only defrauding his Majeſty, robbing and 
greatly injuring the fair honeſt conſcien- 
tious Trader, but at the ſame Time laying 
themſelves at the Mercy of thoſe very 
Smugglers they deal with, who by an In- 
formation may wocfuily convince them, 
they are Penny-10i/s and Pounds-fooliſh. 
As the Laws now are, a Man may be 
falſely arreſted, impriſoned, ruined, and 
his Life endangered by * with Im- 
punity. | 

Whether a Law to puniſh, and, if poſſi- 
ble, prevent all Kinds of PRR JUR, may 
not be a Means of hindring the fraudulent 
obtaining falſe Cockets, falſe Suffrances, 
Gc. to cover run Goods, of promoting the 
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Intereſt, Virtue, Religion, and Mora- 
lity, and in ſome Degree really ſecuring 
the Liberty and Happineſs of his Majeſty's 
Subjects, is with the greateſt Reſpect moſt 
humbly ſubmitted: to the Conſideration of 
this Honourable Houſe, by 


Your Honour's | 


| Moſt obedient humble Servant, 


WI1ILLIAM STEWARDSON, 


TO 


8 PT, 


272 ERS 


* 


TO T HE 95 


Hon. the COM MISSIONERS 
OF HIS 


MAJESTYs CUSTOMS: 


GENTLEMEN, 


r- TN APPENING accidentally to meet 
8 with a Book entitled, Sftuggling laid 


open, publiſhed by . T. Fanſſen,Eiq; 
ku SHLs by nations 09 


and it appearing from the Exami- 
the Evidenee before the 


Committee of the Houſe of Commons, ap- 


pointed for that Purpoſe, in 1745, that the 
greateſt and molt beneficial Part of Smuggling 
was carried on by Perjury, for which there is 
no Puniſhment, and that the Gentlemen pre- 
ſiding at your Board in 1743, rather connived 
at fraudulent Practices, and were unwilling 
Proſecutions ſhould be carried on againſt OF 
fenders, A Fancy took me to lay _ — 
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Public ſome little Part of the honourable Treat- 
ment I have met with, by Way of Contraſt. 
For that Purpoſe I ſent a Letter to the Printer 
of the Gazetteer, deſigned for an Introduction 
© that laudable Intenuon, which was publiſned 
the 2 2d. of Auguſt laſt, and concluded thus: 

My next will contain ſome Queries hum- 
** bly propoſed to the Hon. the Commiſſioners 
„ of the Cuſtorgs, the zoth Augu/t, 1762, with 
their moſt admirab!* inimitable Anſwers in 
the true Laconic Stile, by which the Public 
may fee what diflerent -Mealures are now 
adopted at the ſame Board, from what were 
** purſued Twenty Years ago, and judge how 
greatly the Nation is obliged to the preſent 
Hon. Commiſſioners for their great Atten- 
< ta to the Preſervation of the Revenue, real 
Care and Regard for the Intereſt of the Pub. 
lic and fair Trader, and their moſt extraor- 
* dinary unparallelled une xampled Puniſhment 
of Frauds. In the Interim, Jam, &c.” 

In Profecution of this Deſign I wrote a ſecond 
Letter, which Mr. Gazetteer deſired to be excu- 
fed from printing, though I had ſubſtituted fic- 
titious Names, that there was no real Danger of 
an Information, though ſome of Diſpleaſure. 
I now think myſelf under a Neceſſity of laying 
the whole Affair before the Public, having for 
Tears tacitly ſuffered myſelf to be vilified and 
infamouſly treated by public Robbers and per- 
jured Villains: whether deſerving or not, the 
following Account will beſt make appear, which 
is humbly need to the Judgment of the 
Reader. 

for ſome than lived with Dodding and Lo 
dell, who, amongſt other Buſin oth, were Agents to 

. ſeveral 
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ſeveral conſiderable Sailcloth- Qturers ics 
the Country, and bought and fold a great deal 
on their own Account, whoſe Service. I quitted 
to go into Partnerſhip in the ſame Buſineſs. about 
the 31ſt March, 1737. In the Beginning of 
that Year the Government wanted Sailcloth, and 
2 Contract for it was advertiſed. About this 
Time Dodding became acquainted with a Man 
who had juſt become a Partner in a Sailcloth 
Manufactory, a Perſon of great Fortune, and no 
tmall Intereſt with a great Man at the Navy 
Office. 

By them ſeveral were excluded from con- 
tracting. | 

Country Manufacturers U if they did 
not take their Commiſſions from one Houle and 
give them to another, that they ſhould not be 
tuffered to contract at all. 

The beſt Saileloth maker in the Kingdom 
was obliged to diſcover a Secret he had acquired 
by long Practice and Obſervation to a Beginner, 
before he was permitted to have, a Share in the 
Contract. 

And pretending a great Regard for the Pub- 
lic, they had inſinuated that the King's Officers 
at Deptford knew little if any Thing about Sail- 
cloth; that they were not fit for Surveyors, 
though Mr. Rule, one of them, had been round 
the World with Lord Anſon, and I believe all of 
them full as good, if not better Judges than 
Dedding and his Colleague, who were deſired to 
attend every Survey of Sailcloth, and what they 
approved or diſapproved was received or rejected, 
though they themſelves were greatly concerned 
and intereited in thoſe Contracts. * 
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This manifeſt Partiality diſguſted all Sail- 
cloth Manufacturers, who either were or deſigned 
to become Contractors, who were no Ways con- 
nected with them, as they lay at their Mercy 
and one poor Manufacturer at Reading was re- 
ported to have broke his Heart on Account of 
having had too much of his Cloth returned by 
them. | 

I could not hear all theſe Reports without the 
utmolt Indignation, knowing, Dodding to be the 
Occaſion of them all, whole Regard for the 
Public I was a little ſuſpicious of; and as they 
had already hindred ſome from contracting, 
thereby. monopolizing as far as lay in their 
Power; and there was great Reaſon to believe 

from their Management and Influence, the next 

Sailcloth Contract would be engroſſed by a few, 

to the great Detriment of the Navy, as well as 

many worthy honeſt Manufacturers; in Order 
if poſſible, to remove theſe intereſted Surveyors, 
and deliver the Manufacturers and others from 
ſuch unprecedented Oppreſſions and Hardſhips, 

I informed you by Letter dated 31ſt May, 1757. 

that I had lome Reaſon to ſuſpect Dodding and 

Lovell had, and till continued to defraud the 

- Kevenue, to which I received an Anſwer the next 
Day, promiling all fit Encouragement and Se- 
crely. | | 
I ſhall here give the Reaſon of my Suſpicions : 
In 1754, Dodding ordered me to go and enter 
ac the Cuſtom-houſe, a Number of Ells which 
greatly exceeded the Quantity that I knew 
oi that was to be exported, and ſaid ſomething 
about endorling the Cocket. The next Week 

I was fent again with the ſame Orders, and 

goming from the Cuſtom-houle I began to think 
it 
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very odd to make an Entry ſo much exceeding 
the Quantity I thought was to be exported ; 
and, as ſoon as I ſaw Dodding, I aſked him the 
Reaſon of it, and he told me Mr. Iriſh was to 
lend Six Bales. After this I was never ordered 
to the Cuſtom-houſe to make any more Entries. 
At the End of that Year there was an Entry 
made in the Waſte Book in theſe Terms; Caſh 
Debtor to Profit and Loſs, received of D. and 
I. C 240,” which not ariſing from any Tranſac- 
tions in Trade, and being a joint Affair, I from 
that Time conjectured it came from the Cuſtom- 
houſe, for looking into the printed Bills of 
Entry, 1 obſerved they always entered a great 
deal more than was really ſhipped, and atter I 
quitted their Service they always kept their Ex- 
ports out of the printed Bills of Entry, which 
was never done in my Time; but they ſuſpecting 
that I had ſome Suſpicion of their Roguery, 
and would endeavour to find it out, took that 
Method to ſecure fo beneficial a Trade and 
Themſelves from all Poſſibility of Detection. 
The Conſequence of my Application to you 
was an Examination of Six Entries by Mr. 
Mood, your Secretary, who was convinced they 
had defrauded the Revenue of , 154, in thoſe 
Six Entries only. As they had a few Days be- 
fore made a large Entry, in which I told Mr. 
Wood they had over-entered above 3500 Ells, 
he thought it beſt to wait till they ſhould ſwear 
again that ſo many Ells were actually exported, 
which they were obliged to do before they could 
receive any Bounty from that- Entry. In the 
Interim their Porter who had quitted their Ser- 
vice before they knew of my Intention of leaving 
them, and whom they had got again on Ad- 
C Vanc-ment 
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vancementof Wages and large Promiſſes, applied 
to me to give him a Character to another Place, 
he being determined to leave them for their not 
performing their Promiſſes. I then aſked him if 
they never ©xported Sailcloth as they uſed to do; 
he told me, yes; and that Ninety Pieces were to 
be entered the next Day, and thipped the Day 
after; which Entry was kept out of the printed 
Bills; and on Enquiry found it was ſhipped and 
paſſed the Searchers without .v-oleftation, I made 
no Doubt but ſome Fraud was intended; ac- 
quainted Mr. Hd with my Suſpicions, and 
defired to ſce the Endoilement on the Cocket, 
and he ordered me to come to the Cuitom- 
houſe the next Morning: (this paſſed at his 
Houſc in the Evening.) When I ſaw it I told 
him they had overentered above 2000 Ells, 
upon which Information they were brought from 
on board to the Cuſtom-houſe, meaſurcd, and 
my Intelligence proved exactly true. | 

This Specimen of their great Regard for the 
* Publick, being told at the Navy-Office, Dodding 
and his Colleague were immediately deprived of 
their Surveyorthip, to the great Joy of all diſ. 
intereſted Sail-cloth Contractors, and the 
Agents; and I believe to the no little Satisfac, 
tion of his Majeſty's Officers at Dep. ford. 

It may be remarked in this Place that they 
had carried on theſe Frauds ſucceſsfully, and 
even unluipected, for Years, and now lull of 
Confidence and Security, made uſe of their 
Power and Influence to injure and oppreſs, in- 
Read of helping and protecting thoſe who had 
not ſo much Intereſt as themſelves. 

This happened the Beginning of Auguſt, 1755, 
two Months after my {it Intormation, of the 
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Truth of which you then had a Proof in your 
own Polieſſion; and I wrote a Letter to Thomas 
Tofh, Eſq; the gth of Auguſt, which contained 
an Account of the Manner of the Seizure, and 
the Reaſon of my Information as before aſſigned; 
thinking chat Pcmury and Frauds were puniſn- 
able at the Cuftom-houſe, I defired they might 
be immediately arreſted for the following Rralon 
therein given. . 

That they may not have Time to put in 
Execution a Scheme already projected, (Mo- 
*« nopolizing) in Conſort. with others, whoſe 
Influence with a certain great Man at the 
% Navy-Office, and their preſent Management, 
% cannot fail of carrying into Execution with 
«. Succeſs”. This very Letter after being read 
at your Board, was that very Afternoon carried 
to Dodding and Zoveils, and read there, and the 
very next Day they went to the Cuſtom-houle, 
and by flight of Hand introduced a ſhipping 
Bill two-fifths leſs than was entered in the 
Searcher's Book, and ſwore off above 3,500 
Ells leſs than they intended, becauſe that parti- 


cular Entry was mentioned in the Letter that 


was carried from your Board to them, which 
Mr. Vocd was waiting they ſhould again ſwear 
to, in Order more effectually to proceed againſt 
Them. 

You, Gentlemen, know, that the Searcher's 


Books, it they are of any Signification at all, 


give the Contents of ſhipping Bills, (what is pre- 


tended to be really ſhipped) for which a Bounty 
or Draw. back may be juſtly claimed; and that 
the Account that was afterwards paid was made 
ut from thoſe Books only ;, and this ſingle Cir- 
cumſtance is a Proof, if I had no other, that my 
CG 2 Letta 
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Letter was directly carried to Dodding and Lo- 
velle. How well Secrecy was kept? But Mr. 
Mood was ill, or I ſhould not now have that 
Plea againſt you. | 

' He had kept my Information a Secret, or that 
Seizure would never have been made; though I 
thought then, and ſtill do, that T have no Reaſon 
to be aſhamed of it on ſuch an Occaſion, 
' Having explained the Reaſon of my Informa- 
tion, and the Manner the Seizure was made, I 
now come to relate your Method of proſecu- 
ting the ſame. | 

Some of you wuſt remember the Plea Dod- 
ding and Bzwell made to have the Goods reſtored 
that were ſeized, - wherein they alledged that it 
was a Miſtake of their Clerks, in dividing by 
Three inſtead of Five, making a Flemiſh Ac- 
count inſtead of an Engl; one, to which they 
got his Affidavit, and they themſelves made 
Affirmation to the ſame Purport, and Men of 
no lels Note than George Amyand, George Napier, 
Jeln Thornton, and Samuel Touchit, ſigned a 
Paper, purporting, that they believed Dedding and 
Lovell were honeſt Men. What could they 
know of their Tranſactions any more than what 
immediately related to themſelves; ſo far they 
might vouch for them. Notwithſtanding all 
this Application, the Goods were juſtly con- 
demned, and they paid the Appraiſed Value to 
have them again. expected the Proſecution, 
on the Information, to oblige them to refund 
what they had defrauded the Public of, would 
have been carried on at the ſame Time with the 
Proſecution for the Scizure, but I was ſtrangely 
miſtaken en that Flead, There ſeemed to be 
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very ſittle Inclination to proſecute it at all, for 
though I begged, prayed, and ſolicited the Bill 
might be filed as ſoon as poſſible, on my Return 
out of the Country in September, 1758, (whither 
I went to take Leave of my Friends, intending 
to go Abroad as ſoon as this Affair was ſettled) 
I found nothing done, therefore the 26th of Ofo- 
ber following I wrote to the Lords of the Trea- 
ſury, and incloſed it in a Letter to the Hon. 
H. B. Legge, Eſq; which I know was directly 
tranſmitted to you, and in which were the fol- 
lowing Paragraphs : 

Though I drew ont an Account of Thirty- 
<« ſeven Entries examined by the Cuſtom-houſe 
Books, and it plainly appeared they had de- 
« fraudedthe Revenue in thole particular Entries 
* I mentioned of above L £50, they have not 
* been proſecuted to refund the ſame; and 1 
<< believe the Sum will be made appear to be 
«© much larger. 

] have ſolicited every Term ſince I gave 
* the Information, and have been promiſed a 


Bill ſhould be filed in the Exchequer. On 


the 2oth of laſt Month I went to the Cuſtom- 
houſe and was told by the Solicitor's head 
Clerk, that the Bill had been before Council 
above Twelve Weeks, and that they could 
not get it out of their Hands, but would if 
poſſible get it and file it before Term. This 
Anſwer from their former Proceedings is as 
much as if he had ſaid they would do Nothing 
in it this Term. I went there — Yeſter- 
day and it was not done. 

* I therefore beg the Favour of your Lord- 
ſhips (as the Solicitor of the Cuſtoms, his 
Clerks and Council are fo full of Buſineſs, 
that they cannot file a Bill in Fiftcen Months) 
++ to 
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* to give me an Order to chuſe a Solicitor to 
inſpect into it, and ſee what has been and can 
* bedone in this Affair.“ 1 could have made 
out the Account, and filed the Bill in five Days 
with Eaſe. 

I alſo told their Lordſhip's that by this Infor- 
mation the Revenue ſaved upwards of 2000. per 
Ann. on an Average, and that I had loſt, by 
ſuch dilatory Proceedings an Opportunity of 
going Abroad upon an advantageous Footing z 
had been out of all Employ from the iſt of 


| April, nor expected any in Londen ; the Name 


of an Informer, from however juſt a Motive, 
being a Bar never to be got over. I alſo men- 
tioned the Ignorance and Negligence of ſome of 
your Officers, which was the only Article raken 
Notice of in your Letter to me by Way of 
Anſwer to mine to the "Treaſury, which Letter 
dated 7 November, 1758, I did not immediately 
Anſwer, imagining a Trial would ſoon enlue, 
and I ſhould be called upon 'as an Evidence, 
when many Facts would plainly prove what I 
had a!lkdged; but Michaelmas Term being 
paſſed, and Hilary Term begun, I wrote to you 
the 24th January, 1759, and gave a full Anſwer 
to it; and, I think, made it plainly appear from 
their owa Plea, that they had not only formed, 
but carried into Execution, a Scheme to defraud 
the Revenue of Two-fifths of the Bounty of 
every Parcel of Sailcloth they entered for Ex- 
portation, and defired to know when I ſhould 
ſee an End to it, and what I might expect from 
it, for you could not ſurely think Loſs of Time, 
Expences, no Exp:Qation of Employment here, 
and other Inconventences ſuſtained on that Ac- 
count, could be deemed ſuitable Encourage- 
ment, even for detecting and putting a Stop to 
ſuch a Fraud it attended with no other Circum- 
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frances ; all which I deſired you would be 
leaſed to take into Conſideration. No Anſwer. 
Taos wrote again the 15th February, and 
told you | was promiſed all fit Encouragement, 
but the Encouragement I had hitherto met with 
had been ſuch as would deter any Man from ever 
wing any Information for the Benefit of the 
devenue, if he knew and could certainly prove 
it was defrauded of Thouſands per Ann. I might 
with Juſtice have ſaid Millions: , Defired to 
know what I might expect, that I might deter! 
mine what to do in my. Situation, Jo which 
received the following Anſwer, which I give you 


+ A — OS . N . 
entire, having ſome Obſervations to make on it, 


SIR, Cuftcm-I:ule, London, Feb. 17, 1759. 
13 HE Commiſſioners received your Lett r 
& of the 15th Inſtant, and having called up- 


on their S.licitor, I am directed to acquaint 


you, that the Bill was filed againſt Dodging and 
Lovell the ziſt of laſt Month, and the next 
Day they were ſerved with a Subpœna, return- 
able immediately, to which they have appeared 
and taken a Copy of the Bill: their Clerk in 
Court, has been called upon for an Anſwer, but 
none is as yet come in, and he informs the 
Solicitor, that he intends moving at the Sittings 
for Time to put in their Anſwer, which, if he 
does not do then, an Attachment will iſſue 
| againſt them. When the Affair is determined, 
you ſhall hear either from the Commiſſioners 
or me on the Occaſion, I am, Ec. 
William Weed. 
The Contents of this Letter are not bona fide. 


In the firſt Place, it appears from the Record 
itſelf, which I ſaw in Z/etminſter-Hall, that the 
Bill 
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Bill was filed in Michaelmas Term, though ir 
might as well not have been filed at that Time, 
as the Subpœnas were not ſerved till three 
Months after. 5 PF 

Secondly, Neither you, Gentlemen, nor Mr. 
I/ood ever ſent to me when it was determined, 
which I can only account for, by ſuppoſing you 
did not know it, till I acquainted you with it 
myſelf, by Letter dated 6th - December 1959, 


| after I had fent a ſecond Letter to the Lords of 


the Treaſury. | 

You then, as a Reward, as you were pleaſed 
to term 1t, gave me an Order, dated 8th De- 
cember 1759, for 92 1. 145. 11 d. being One- 
Sixth only of $5561. gs. gd. recovered on my 
— when, by Law, 1 was entitled to a 

alf. 

Dodding and Lovell, during this Time, gave it 
out I ſhould not be able to ſtay in the Kingdom 
for want of Employ ; and I cannot ſay but you 


. didail in your Power to verify their Words. 


This Dividend, you know, Gentlemen, could 
not be deemed any Equivalent for my Time, 
nor even adequate to my Expence in attendin 
the Iſſue of it; I therefore petitioned, wrot 
ſeveral Letters, and ſent the Sailcloth Act, 
wherein Moiety is expreſſed in as plain Charac- 
ters as in any Act I ever ſaw, but all to no 


Purpoſe. I pleaded Equity and Juſtice, ſent 


an Account, the 16th of July, 1760, wherein 1 
made it appear, that they were ftill Gainers 


above 200 l. an offered to recover it myſelf if 


if you would give me Authority ſo to do; and 
2d April, 1961, ſent you the following Account 
of Rewards and Puniſhments, as moſt equitably 


diſpenſed by your Honours, without producing 


any Effect in my Favour. 


Dr. 
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Dr. DobpixG and LoveLL, their Account with the PuBLics, Cr. 


To Amount of 38 En- 

tries, us Per Ac- 58118 4 
count delivered in, 4 

To 2 Entries not 
found in the Search- 
er's Office, at leaſt 

To Over entries from 
Pat. 1, 1957, to 
Aug. 1757, at leaſt 

To A allowing 
6 Months from the 
Time of Entry, to 
the Debentures be- 
ing paid, at leaſt 


3 0 


bo oo o 


100 00 © 


£ 1771 10 4 


to be obtained by 
Perjury aud Fraud, 
paid 
By Balance left in Hod.) 
ding and Lovel''s | 
Hands, as a Puniſh« | 


By Faſh acknowledged 
"ſp 


ment for 38 Perjuries 

and "_ Suborna- 

tion of Perjury, anda 215 © 
Diſcoutagemnent from s 2 
their ever doing the | 

ſame again, for which | - 

the Publick has no | 

Security at all, J 


— — — — 


771 10 4 


Dr. The PuBLiICk to WiLLIAM STEWARDSON, Cr. 


To Loſs of a Place to 
which I was enga- | 
ge for 2 Years cer. 
tain, at 100). per Ann. 8 
which was obliged to { 20 09 © 
relinquiſh to attend! 

Deddeng and Co's 

Proſecution, 

To Expences in at- 
tending full 21 
Months longer than 
the Profecution 
might and ought 
to have been finiſh- 
ed, at {x0 per Ann. 

To half of £ 566 9 9g 
recovered on my In- 
formation, due by all 
the Laws made con- 
cerning Irforma- 
tons, ſince Charles 
the Second's Time, 

To ſunk in engagin 
in the only Baime 
could hope for any 
Probability of Suc- 
cels in, on Account 
of being an Infor- 
mer, 


A 


87 100 


273 4 101 


—— 


400 oo o 


965 14 10 


N. B. Secrecy was ſo inviolably ob- 
ſer ved, that wy Letter ta T homas Tab, 
Flq; dated the gth of Anguft, 1757, 
containing an Account of the Infor- 
mation, aſtet being read at your 
Boa d, was that very Afternoon 
carried te Dedding and Leweil's and 
read there. 


- 


By an Order ſigned by Four Com- 
miffioners, of which the following is 
a Copy : ' 

"uftom-houſe, Lond, 8 Dec. 17 53 

It appewing by a Report of Mr. 

Metcalf, the Solicitor, that the Sum 


of { 546 9 9 has been recovered from 


Dodding and Lowell, on the Informa- 
tion of Milliam Stewardſon, being the 
Bounties on Sail-cloth wrone fully 
received by them, the whole of which 
has been paid to you, and applied to 
the Account of old-Cuſtoms, you are 
to pay to the ſaid Willtam Stewardſon, 


the Sum of { 92 14 111, being One 


Sixth of the Sum reccvered, as 2 
Reward for making the faid Difco- 
very; and place the Sums to your 
Account of Incidents. | 

Signed, C. Amyand, and; Three 
more, whoſe Names I could not read, 
and dizeRed, 
To the Han. Rog. Townſend, * 

Eſq; Receiver General. 
Which Sum 1 received, C92 14 115 

Balance Los to 
William Stewardjon, 
being fit Encourage- 
ment for having, at the 
Hazard of more than 
Life, ſaved the Pub- , 
lick from one Houle 4 08 19 17 
only 200 per Ann. 
been of great Service , 
to his Majeſty's Na- : 
vy, and greatly ſerved | 
the fair Frader, / rms 
85 14 10 

D $93 14 


| 


: 
A 
1 
. 
* 
1 
4 
# 
x 
0 4 
* 1 
j : 
4 G 
4 
* 
* 
vt 
4 7 
[1 
+ 3 
| 
f 
1 
4 
: 
"4 
. 
« 
* 
. 


<> 2a > «>» — —e— — 


— 
— _ 


Fa 
= — _ 4, 


_ 
r 
— 
* — 


— . 
we, » 
_ — - > 
* £ - : — 
Fn * : 
— 4 22 — 


_— —_— * — — = > 
—— — 
— ac ö— — u— ᷑¶— »¹—ẽ nᷓ — © 
* * * __ — To . 
4 — 


— » L AA = _ 
— Fg.” 
_ 


( 20 ) 

Decorum eſt pro Patria pati ſed non Dulce, was 
the Motto to the Letter which contained this 
Account. It is indeed noble, but not pleaſant, 
to ſuffer for one's Country, eſpecially when there's 
no Neceſſity or Occaſion for it, but your Will 
and Pleaſure. Ir alſo contained the following 
Paragraph. 

As his Majeſty on his Acceſſion to the 


Throne was picaſed to declare he depended on 


„the Support and Aſſiſtance of every honeſt 


Man; I hope your Honours will give me 


« Leave (as I glory in being an Informer on 
« this Occaſion) to print all the Letters I have 
« ſent to, and Anſwers received from your 
« Board, for the Benefit and Information of 
„% others, who, like me, might take it into their 
* Heads to do Juſtice to the Public ; that when 
e inclined to make any Diſcovery for the Uſe 
of the Revenue, they may have ſome Idea 
« what fit Encouragement and Secrecy they 
„may reaſonably expect.“ 

Lou know, Gentlemen, I ſent a Copy of the 
aforementioned Letter to Sir John Exehn, your 
Preſident, and told him I would appeal to the 
Publick, as you ,were Sexvants of, and paid by 
the Publick; I might as well have ſaved both 


Time, Ink, and Paper, Pens you know coſt 


nothing, though I wrote Pro bono Publico, on 
the Letter directed to the Bart. which was tranſ- 
mitted to you ; the Motto in it you will find is 
not yet forgot or laid aſide, though I made uſe 
of it in my Letter of the 3oth of Auguſt, 1762, 
when, by Way of ſumming up the Evidence, I 
gave you Heads of Letters relating to myſelf 
tent to your Board, and thus introduced the 


following Queries : 
| believe 
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I believe every body will acknowledge it very 
great Lenity in a criminal Affair, to be excuſed 
from any Penalty or Proſecution on only reſto- 
ring the Money fraudulently acquired, and pay- 
ing the Intereſt from the Time they had ſo ob- 
tained it, as if it had been only Money leat at 
Intereſt. I imagine no Perſon in ſuch Circum- 
ſtances would think himſelf aggrieved but 
greatly favoured, c. 

Whether they have paid Principal or Intereſt 
ſince my laſt, and whether you have acted in this 
Affair becoming the Dignity of Commiſſioners 
entruſted with the Rights of the Crown, (as far 
as your Department extends) the Juſtice due to 
the Publick, fair Trader, and intorming Sub- 
ject, your Anſwers to the following Queries will 
beſt determine. | 

Information being given the 31ſt May, 1757, 
on Sulpicion that the Revenue had been, and 
was ſtill liable to be defrauded, which Suſpi- 
cions were fully verified in about a Month after, 
by the Examination of Six Entries, and about 
a Month after that a Seizure was accidentally 
made, which was an actual poſitive Proot in 
your own Hands, of the Truth of the Informa- 
tion. 

Why was not the Proſecution on the Infor- 
mation carried on at the ſame Time with the 
Proſecution for the Service, as it was prior to it, 
and you had all the Proofs in your own Hands? 

Why did you order a Perſon to inſpect the 
Searcher's Books for an Account of what the. 
Revenue was defrauded of, where two conſide- 
rable Entries were never found, when he might 
have examined the Books where the Account of 


Sail cloth Debentures are kept and paid, when 
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what was made the Buſineſs of a Month with 


Uncertainty, might have been diſpatched in 
half an Hour with Certainty ? 


Information was given in June 1757 ; Proofs. 


of the Truth of it in your own Hands in Au- 
guſt 1757 Why. was not the Bill filed before 
the 31ſt Fanuary, 1759 ? Seventeen Months to 
file a Bill, and all the Proofs in your own Hands | 
Had the Names of George Amyand, George Na- 
pier, John Thornton, and Samuel Touchit, put it 
off ſo long ? or were you in Expectation I 
ſhould be obliged to quit the Kingdom for want 
of Employ, and ſo not file it at all? 

By your Warrant directed to R. Townſend, 
Ely; Receiver General, dated the 8th December, 
1759, you order him to pay me J 92 14 114, 
being One Sixth Part of Z 556 9 9, which has 
been recovered on my Information, as a Re- 
ward for making the ſaid Diſcovery. By-what 
Law relating to Sail-cloth, or any other ſince 
Charles the Second's Time, that has the leaſt Re- 
lation or Afﬀinity to the preſent Cale, am I intitled 
to no more than One Sixth ? If you cannot find 


one to your Purpoſe, I ſhall quote the laſt 


Diſtiller's Act, delivered by me to the Board 
for your Conſideration, the 16th July 1760, 


which has not yet been returned to me, in which 


you will find a Penalty of the Value of the 
Goods, and double the Bounty .on any Perſon 
who ſhall fraudulently over-enter; and when 
detected half to the Informer. 
By what Law are you authoriſed to apply 
Money recovered on Information, to the Ac- 
count of old Cuſtoms ? If you have no Law for 
it, 'as I am almoſt certain you have not, is not 
ſuch Application a Violation of the Rights of 
| the 


W 


| 


„ 


the Crown? All Laws I have yet met with 


giving one Moiety to the reigning King or 
Queen, and the other to the Informer. 

Why was the Word wrongfully inſerted in my 
Warrant inſtead of freudulextly ? Was it to ſhew 


your Tenderneſs and Compaſſion for Men who 


you were certain had robbed the Publick, and 


even at that Time, by you: molt impartial 


Juſtice, were ſuffered to retain Part of the 

Plunder ? | 
Was it below the Dignity of your Board to 

return any Anſwer to my Petition, and Letters 


of the 10th, 16th, 22d, and 3oth Fuly, 1760, 


to accept the Offer I made you to recover what 
they were ſtil] indebted to the Revenue, without 
any further Trouble or Expence to you, if you 


would give me Authority ſo to do? 


Have you recovered any Thing ſince? If you 
have, what is become of the Money ? It you 
have not, have not you given them and others 
the greateſt Encouragement to continue their 
old Practices, and tacitly told them, Go on, 
Gentlemen, take Care of Informers; your 
Scheme is admirably calculated, and if you are 
caught, you know the worſt, *tis only to re- 
fund a Part.“ The Intereſt will pay the Law, 
fo that upon the whole you muſt be Gainers. 
We ſhall levy no Penalty on ſuch petty Frauds, 
We get Nothing by it. Here's a troubleſome 
dirty Fellow of an Informer continually peſter- 
ing either us or our Secretary with Letters, and 
has even had the Impudence, becauſe our Soli- 
Citor either could nor, or would not file a Bill 
when it ſhould have been filed, to write to the 
Lords of the Treaſury, who to be ſure are our 
Maſters; but for all that, though they ſent us 
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an Account of his Letter to them, we were not 
io much their Servants as even to cauſe the Bill 
to be filed 'till Twelve Weeks after; and it was 
not then, 'till we were convinced he would leave 
no Stone unturned to bring them to Juttice. 


= 


See my Letters of the 24th January and 15th 
February, 1759. 


Though I am convinced that Perjury at the 
Cuſtom: houſe is not puniſhable by any Law in 
being, yet ſurely Fraud there is as puniſh- 
able as any where elſe ; or why ſhould it be Fe- 
lony at your and all the public Offices, when it 
is only a'Breach of Truſt at a private Bankers 
or Merchants. for a Servant to make off with 
his Maſter's Property. | 

Has the Law only allowed Frauds to be com- 
mitted at the Cuſtom houſe with Impunity ? If 
not, what Puniſhment has been inflicted for 
T hirty-eight Frauds, attended with twice as 
many Perjuries in Fact, though not in Law? 


You know that every free Entry is a Perjury 


in Fact ; therefore is not your Department the 
only one in the Kingdom that gives a free Li- 
cenſe for a Series of Perjury hitherto always 
attended with Impunity ? 

How agreeable do you think the Knowledge 
of ſuch a Circumſtance mult be to a pious King 
and Miniſtry. 

I have now a Demand upon you for G 18; 
9 11, (ſhould have wrote J 233*6 21) due by 
Law, without any Gratuity or Reward tor the 
Services I have rendered the Publick, or any 
Encouragement from you, except you call it fit 
Encouragement to reveal the Secrets you pro- 
miled to conceal thereby honouring me with the 
moſt effectual Diſſervice that lay in your Power, 
without 


(6 25-3 
without ever attempting to remedy or alleviate 
it, though more than once mentioned in my 
Letters to you. 

Will you pay me what I am legally entitled 
to; if not, let me know directly ? 

Now, Gentlemen, conſider how you have 
uſed. me on this Occaſion: Can you ſay you 
have either uſed the King, the Publick, the fair 
Trader, or mylelt, according to the Inſtruc- 
tions in your Commiſſions ? 

I ſubmit all theſe Queries to your 8 
Conſideration, and deſire a plain Anſwer, free 
from Evaſions, that I may neither trouble you 
or the Publick with any more Letters. 

Do you think I ſhould ever have heard from 
the Cuſtom-houſe at all, if I had not ſent you 
the following Billet, dated ꝗth September, 1762. 


Gentlemen, 
lf you don't fend an Anſwer to the Queries I 
delivered to your Board the 3iſt t. either Fo- 
morrow or Saturday, I will print and publith 
them next Week, pro bono Publica & meo. 
Jam, &c. William Stewardſon.”” 
To which I received the following Anſwer. 


„Mr. Nad deſires Mr. Siewardſon to be at the 
Cuſtom houſe To morrow Morning, any Time 
between the Hours of Eleven and One o' Clock, 
upon the Subject Matter of his late Letters to 
the Commiſſioners.“ 

Dated Cuſtom-houſe, 1 Friday 

10th September, 1762. 


] went thither actinic 4 and ſaw Mr. 
Nod, but not a Word was mentioned about 
the 
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Subject of my Letters, except where I wrote 
fizned C. Amyand and Three more, whoſe Names 
] could not read, which a Gentleman who was 


. with Mr. Wed took Notice of, and I told him 


it was true I could not read them, The Amount 
of this Conference was, I was to write a Letter 
to your Secretary, which I did on the 13th 
September, enumerated my Services, and Part of 
what | had ſuffered ; at the Concluſion of which 
is the following Paragraph; 
o which add T . Articles in my Let- 
« of the 2d of April, 1761, not mentioned here, 
« and I believe you will be of Opinion ſuch 
« Treatment would be a very reaſonable Apo- 
* Jogy for the moſt bitter Invectives.“ 

I his Letter would not do; Mr. Vd told me 
I muſt write a ſhort- one, but he muſt not direct 
me; I then wrote to your Honours on the 15th 
September ; told you | had ſaved the Revenue 
{ 200 per Ann. from one Houſe only; cauſed a 
Scizure to be made, and recovered {556 9 g, 
which otherwiſe would have been irrecoverably 
loſt. For which Services there was ſtill due to 
me by Law, £233 4 11, and conſidering the 
Advantage the Publick has and ſtill receives, the 
great Loſs and Hardſhips J had ſuffered, TI 
hoped you would allow me ſomething more than 
I was entitled to by Act of Parliament. I was. 
acquainted that upon this Letter you had taken 
my Cale into Conſideration, but I muſt write 
another Letter; *rwas ſomething difficult | 
thought to write about Nothing, however 1 
conjured wp the following Letter to. your 


Sccretary: 
Alien 


[ 7 3 
Mbion Coffee-honſe, 29th Ser. 1762. 
| Mr. Wood, | 


Commiſſioners have been pleaſed to take my 
Caſe into Conſideration; and at the ſame Time 
aſſure them, I am truly ſenſible of their great 
Generofity and Humanity, who compaſſionating 
FE vents equally unforeſeen as unexpected, have 
deviated from the common Rules and Cuſtoms; 
eſtabliſued in their Department, and given an 
unparalleHed Inſtance of Benevolence, in attend - 
ing to the Voice of Diſtreſs. I am alſo ſenſible 
I have made uſe of Expreſſions, in ſome of my 
Letters, very improper for me to write to ſuch 
an Hononrable Board; which I hope they will 
impute to the Diſtractions of a Mind: agitated 
by Paſſions; raiſed from Cauſes it was impoſſible 
to prevent, and beg they in their Goodneſs will 
be pleaſed to pardon and over-look them. 
As it was entirely owing to you that the Sei- 
zure was made, the Fraud detected, and the 
Money recovered, I muſt alſo beg your Pardon 
for the Treatment you received from me, eſpeci- 
ally at your own Houle, which nothing could ex- 
cuſe but the Motive that urged me to it, which 
was, I thought you had betrayed me. My Sur- 
prize was equal to my Rage, when I found you 
were no Ways concerned in that Affair, nor even 
any Ways acquainted, that I could poſſibly have 
any Ground for Complaint or Paſſion. . 

I hope both the Hon. Commiſſioners and 
yourſelf, will put the moſt favourable Conſtruc- 
tion on my Expreflions and Behaviour, and 

K attriduts 


LEASE to accept of my moſt ſincere 
Thanks for acquainting me that the Hon. 
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( 28 ) 
attribute every unbecoming Word to a Mind 
overcome with Trouble, and deeply in Diſtreſs. 
Your favourable Repreſentation will be an 


additional Obligation conferred on, 
; Your's, Sc. William Sieward/on. 


What relates to Mr. Mod in the foregoing 
Letter, is literaliy true; but I appeal to your- 
ſelves, if your Generofity and Humanity, in 
Regard to me, are not abſolutely Non-entities ; 
what you intended to give me was not yours; 
and what you did give was only Part of what I 
had a Right to by Law ; you then owed me 
£ 233 6 24, and gave me the following Warrant 
for 7 109 only, | 


* Cuſtom-houſe, London, 7th October, 1762. 

«© Whereas the Sum of {£747 14 fol has 
been received on the Information. of William 
« Stewardſon, from Dodding and Lovell, being 
the Produce of the Seizure of ſome Sail-cloth, 
and the Bounties on Sail-cloth and Britiſh: 
<& Linens, wrongfully received by them; and 
the ſaid William Stewardſon having already 
e received the Sum of { 140 11 24, on Ac- 
« count of the ſaid Intormation, you are to 
« pay him the further Sum of L 109, in full 
* Conſideration thereof, and place the fame to 
your Account of Incidents, 


12 IW. Levinx. 

To William Meliiſh, Eſq, T. Taſb. 
Recatver General. F. Frederick. 
TTY . Amyand.” 


&@ 


| Though you call this a full Conſideration, you 


know I did not look upon it in that Light; but 
immediately, 


( 29 ) 


immediately, upon the Receipt of it, demanded 
£ 124 6 24, till due to me by Law, and of- 
tered to recover-what Dodding was {till indebted 
to the Revenue, if you would authorize me fo 
to do. No Anſwer: Therefore I wrote again, 
20th OFoter, and told you you had only got 
One Twelfth.of the Penalty; that is, they paid 
no Penalty at all ; they only refunded a Part of 
what they had defrauded the Revenue of, with- 
out ſo much as any Intereſt being demanded 
from the Time they had ſo fraudulently ob- 
cained it. 3 OY | 
To explain the above I ſhall give you an 
Extract from a Letter of mine, publiſhed in 
the Gazetteer the 22d Auguſt laſt. 72 
A Houſe in London was detected in making 
„% fraudulent Entries of Sail cloth, on which 
there is a Bounty of 2d. per Ell on Exporta- 
tion; and, on Examination, acknowledged 
the Receipt of Bounty for 667781 Ells, 
. ** which had never been ſhipped, amounting to 
£ 556 9 9, which was retunded, but no Pe- 
„ nalty was levied, though to obtain it Thirty - 
eight Frauds,” and twice as many Perjuries 
.* had been committed; and the Intereſt of the 
Money from the Time it was fraudulently 
obtained at the Cuſtom-houſe, to the Time 


. ** it was refunded, amounted to above 100.“ 


Had any one Perſon been detected in re- land- 
ing the ſame Quantity of -Ells of Sail- cloth, 
out of any Ship or Ships, and receiving the 
Bounty for the ſame, the Goods would have 
been forfeited, and a Penalty of 28. per Ell; 
which Penalties and Forfeitures would, in the 
above - mentioned Inſtance, have amounted to 
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Z ror55, 17 m, by the following moderate 
Computation. 


Penalties on 665778] Ells, at 25 

per Ell, amount to — 

Forteitures 667781 Ells, at 10d 
per Yard on an Average, 


16677 17 09 
$3478 00 11 


£ 10155 27 18 


By this may be ſeen the vaſt Difference and 
Advantage attending theſe different-Methods of 
defrauding; though the Revenue is equally 
injured by both. 2 Oe 

Re. landing Goods is attended with Trouble 
and Expence; and more than One Perſon muſt 


be concerned to re- land any Quantity; and 


therefore liable both to Seizure and Information. 


Dur. ſhips and re- lands at the ſame Time, 
wit 


ithout Trouble or Expence, and may bid De- 


Hance to Detection, as long as free Entries are 


ſuffered ; which are now ſo many unpuniſhable 
Perjuries, and almoſt every Day made at the 
Cuftom-houſe, ' : | 
The 24th January, 1763, I wrote you a lon 
Letter; told you, excluſive of the Money 


received, the Revenue had ſaved at that Time, 


at leaſt C 1100; and afked you if your Manner 


* 


of proceeding, in Regard to the Encourage- 


ment and Secrecy you promiſed, had been either 
teaſonable or equitable, juſt or honourable, &c. 


Li 


(| 


No Anſwer.—I then, after waiting a long 
Time, applied to your - Maſters in the follow 
ing Manger? 

£4: JU JOW @ | f 
75 
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WB | 
To the Right Hon. the Lords Commiſſioners of his 'M 
Majeſty's Treaſury. | * 1 


The humble Memoria! of William Stewardſon, 17 
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late of the Pariſh of St. George the Martyr, in 
the County of Middleſex. * 3 
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SHEWETH, 


mY HAT your Memorialiſt humbly begs 
Leave to lay before your Lordſhips, a 

* Caſe; which he flatters himſelf will be ho- 
* noured with the Attention of a wile, upright, 
e and oeconomical Adminiſtration. 
A Monopoly obtaining in the Manufacture 
<. of Sail-cloth, no leſs prejudicial to the Wel- 
*« fareof Thouſands of his Majeſty's Subjects, 
* than injurious. to the publick Revenue: in 
& Conſequence of the accumulated Frauds ir 
« was attended with, your Memorialiſt thought 
% he ſhould diſcharge the Duty of a good Sub- 
« ject, by inveſtigating, expoſing, and endea- 
* vouring to put an End to the many dange- 
«* rous and inſidious Practices, that were exer- 
« ciſed to the Diſadvantage of a Trade of the 
** moſt eſſential Conſequence to the Britiſh Na- 
vy, as well as deſtructive of the Intereſt of 
„ his Majeſty's Revenue. | | 
© In Proſecution of this Deſign, your Me- 

% morialiſt having by Letter on the 3 iſt May, 
« 1757, made a general Intimation of it to the 
.** Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms, he was fa- 
„ voured with a written Anſwer; That he 
« ſhould receive all fit Encouragement ; and 
that oP Affair ſhould be kept ſecret. Your 
Memorialiſt immediately attended the Secre- 
* tary to the Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms, 
** whom 


{93 I 


« whom he appriſed of a Scheme which had 
« been a long Time purſued by William Dod- 
« ding and William Lovell, and their Col- 
% leagurs, to monopolize the Contracts for 
« Sail-cloth for his Majeſty's Navy, and of 
« many groſs Frauds he had detected; by which 
« he wade it appear, that the ſaid Dodding and 
« [.;vll had defrauded the Revenue of no leſs 
« than L 154 in Six Entries only, of Sail-cloth 
pretended to be exported by them, and for 
which they had unjuſtly received the Boun- 
ties allowed by Act of Parliament. 
As this important Intelligence did not meet 
with the Attention it deſerved, your Memo- 


«< 


«6 


«c 


&« nicated the ſame, and many other very inte- 


reſting Particulars, in a Letter to Thomas 
Taſh, Eſq; then one of the Commiſſioners 
of the Cuſtoms ; and though your Memo- 
rialiſt was promiſed Secrecy, this very Letter 
„ {which tended to elucidate a Series of the moſt 
« abominable Frauds committed by them) was 
read that very Afternoon, in the Compting- 

«« Houſe of the ſaid Dodding and Lovell, of 
which difingenuous Treatment, as well as of 
the Aſſiſtance the Delinquents had received to 

enable them to elude the Juſtice of the Law, 
your Memorialiſt complained in a Letter to 
the Secretary of the 24th of the ſame Auguſt. 
** Your Memorialiſt exerciſed the moſt in- 
ceſſant Application to bring to Light the al- 
moſt innumerable Frauds committed by the 
ſaid Dodding and Lovell, by an Information in 
the Court of Exchequer, at the Suit of his 
„ Majeſty's Attorney General. $ 
. _ 14 288 + 14 «i 1 


ce 
cc 
4 * 


«et 


s rialiſt on the gth of Auguſt, 1757, commu- 


3 


« By his neceſſary Attendance on this Buſi- 
neſs, your Memorialiſt was. obliged to diſ- 
ſolve his then Partnerſhip in Trade, and de- 
prived of embracing an advantageous Offer 
of going to Pen/ilvania,: in an elegible Situa- 
tion, at a Salary of 100 per Ann. beſides 
all Out-goings. | 25 

Though your Memorialiſt had proved, in 
the cleareſt Manner, that this fingle Houle 
had defrauded the Revenue of L£ 200 a Year, 
and had provided Evidence that would lead 
to a full and ample Conviction; he was not 
able to get a Bill filed in the Exchequer *till 


Michaelmas Term, 1758 ; and this he is ſorry 


to obſerve to your Lordſhips, was proſecuted 
in a Manner that ſeemed to imply in the Com- 
miſſioners, a Wiſh to ſilence the Importunities 
of your Memorialiſt, rather than indicate any 
Deſire to bring the Delinquents to Juſtice; 


and what the ſtronger induces this Belief is, 


that he could not even get Intelligence that 
this Bill was filed 'till the 17th February, 
1759, which your Lordſhips will be pleaſed 
to obſerve, is more than One Year and Eight 


Months, after the Commiſſioners of the 
Cuſtoms were appriſed of theſe infamous and 


dangerous Practices. ; 

„Whether the Commiſſioners of the Cuſ- 
toms acted with Propriety to his Majeſty, the 
Publick, or themſelves, in ſo enormous a 


Tranſaction as this, (for a great Number of 


Frauds appeared) in filing a Bill which waves 
Pain and Penalties, when they had it in their 


Power to convict theſe Offenders in the ſe- 
vereſt Proſecution the Law can promote, is 


* humbly 
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« humbly ſubmitted to the Wiſdom and Con- 
« ſideration of your Lordſhips. 

However, your Memorialiſt humbly begs 
«« Leave to repreſent to your Lordſhips, that 
had the Delinquents been ſued upon the ſeve- 
« ral Statutes, they would have been con- 
« demned in very large Sums, to the Amount 
46. of 9000 at leaſt, ** - 

« Your Memorialiſt being informed that the 
« Defendants had ſatisfied the Commiſſioners 
«© in Regard to the Frauds they had been guilty 
of, applied for his Premium; and the Com- 
* miſſioners, by their Warrant of the 8th of 
« December, 1759, directed to the Hon. Rag. 
„ Tawnſend, Eiq; then Receiver General of the 
& Cuſtoms, importing that £ 556 9 9, had 
been recovered from Dodding and Lovell, on 
the Information of your Memorialiſt, being 
the Bounties on Sail-cloth wrongfully recei- 
ved by them, ordered the Sum of £92 14 11x 
(being a Sixth only) to be paid to your Me- 
* morialiſt, and which Sum he has accordingly 
„ received. | | 

* Your Memorialiſt does not preſume to en- 
% quite upon what Principles the Hon. Com- 
* miſſioners of the Cuſtoms adjuſted - theſe 
Matters: They ſurpaſs his Comprehenſion ;/ 
bat he ventures to aſſert, that the Delinquents 
are yet more than ¶ 200 Gainers by the many 
** wicked Frauds they have committed upon 
the Revenue; of which he exhibited a ſuc- 
« cinct Account, in a Letter to the Com- 
« miſſioners, on the 16th of Ju, 1760. 

« From that Time to the zoth Auguſt, 1762, 
„% your Memorialiſt having made frequent 
Applications, by Letters and in Perſon, = 

| the 


80 


1 


the Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms; for the 


& Deficiency of his Half of the Money recg; 


cc 


ec 
40 
40 
«c 
10 


„ vered by his Information, (of which there 
then remained due to him, 4 conſidera- 
ble Sum) in a long Letter of that ate to the 
Commiſſioners. He recapitulates the whole 
Caſe, and lays before them hjs Misfortunes, 
his Loſſes, his Diſappci intments, and the un- 
parallelled Injuries and Vexativns theſe Affairs 
had brought upon him. 

0 Lirtie or no Regard was paid to theſe 
Letters; nor does your Memorialiſt appre- 
hend he ſhould have been favoured with an 
Anſwer, had he not intimated to the.Com- 
miſſioners that he would immediately print 


the whole Correſpondence: In Conſequence 


of the Impteſſion this Circumſtance made, 


your Memorialiſt was ſent for by the Secre- 


tary to the Cuſtoms, who gave vague and 
diſtant Hints that your Memorialiſt muſt write 
to him a Letter, in order to obtain Redreſs. 
Accordingly, on the 13th September, 1762, 
he wrote to the Secretary, in a Language (he 
apprehended) manly and decent; this not 
being thought ſufficiently conceſſive, he was 
deſired to preſent a ſecond Letter, which he 
did on the 15th of the ſame Month; ws 
Stile yet more humiliating being-expe 

he wrote a Third Letter on the 29th, hich 
it ſeems was approved of. 


The Conſequence of theſe Letters was a 


Warrant dated the 7th of Oc ber, from the 
Commiſſibners, directed to William Mlelliſb, 
Eſq; the then Receiver General, ſtating NN. 
(747 14 10z had been recovered on the In- 
formation of your r from Doddin gs: 

«5 an 


: 
| 1 
441 
* 4 
U 


— ws 
OO 2 CC... 


_ 
E 4. 


LU G—GC——_Qe IEEE 


223 ——ů * ks — 2 8 2 a „ r 
. ˙ m K Eun > 


#- - - = 
— P — 


—— 
Ry x — EOS c et 


* . * 
1 — 
1 = - 2 > . 
1 4 — , X = * - 
— — 7 . . 

oe —— — — — — == ge — 

2 — _ 1 F: ö — * MT,” * 

3 r : — . 2 — - 

* * . — 8 — - 9 

. 


— 
2 3 
—B ? . I as 


— 


© 


cc 


«c 
«c 
cc 
cc 
<< 
ce 
4 * 
cx 
£ 
«< 
40 
40 
«6 
cc 
cc 
60 


<c 


© 


and Lovell, being the Produce of the Seiztre 


of ſome Sail-cloth, and the Bounties of Sail- 


cloth and Britih Linens, wrongfully received 


by them ; and that he had already received 
{ 140 11 25, (which is £47 16 3, on Ac- 
count of the Seizure, amounting to Z 191 

5. 14, received in April, 1758, and the 
L 92 14 115, paid on the Warrant of the 
8th December, 1759,) and ordering the 
Payment of the further Sum of ( x09, which 


your Memorialiſt has accordingly recetved. 


Ihe Sum of Z 124 6. 2 being ſtill due to 
your, Memorialiſt, by all the Laws now in 
Force, on Account of his Information, he 


4e applied again by Letter on the 13th of the 


ſame Month, to the Commiſſioners, and re- 
queſted the Payment of it; offered himſelf to 
recover the £ 200 Dedling and Lovell til! 
owed to the . injured Publick, if the Com- 

miſſioners would give him an Authority to 
ſue for it; and = to them, that they had 
not recovered a Tweltth Part of the Penalties 
that the Delinquents had incurred; and that 
your Memorialiſt has fince wrote many Let- 
ters, and made many reiterated Applications 
to them; yet the Hon. Commiſſioners of his 
Majeſty's Cuſtoms refuſe that Juſtice to your 
Memerialiſt, which his unwearicd Endeavours 
to extirpate Fraud, the diſtinguiſhed Services 
he his done to his Majeſty's Revenue, and 
his peculiar Sufferings in this laudable Cauſe, 
ſo eminently demand. 

% Your Memorialiſt with real Concern ob- 


« frrves to your Lordſhips, that the Com- 
e miſſioners of the Cuſtoms have, through the 


* 


whole Courſe of this Procecding, ed an 
C5 p 
* unac- 


„ * 


4 

unaccountable Reluctance to bring the J. nigui- 
ty complained of to Light; or puniſh the 
Delinquents, though their Guilt, in the va- 
rious Inſtances ſarneſted, was made inconteſ- 
tibly clear; and, he is very ſorry to add, that 
they were furniſhed with ever y poſſible Aft 
ance to eſcape with Impunity ; and begs Leave 
to repeat a very extraordinary Circumſtance; 
which is, that though the Bill was filed againſt 
them in Michael nas Term, 1758, (being a 
Year and a half after the original Information 
was given) yet they ſuifered the Proceedings 
to ſleep near three Months more before they 
cauſed the Parties to be ſeryed with Proceſs, 

till they were impelled to Action by the in- 
vincible Importunities of your Memorialiſt. 

© By the remarkable Concluſion they have 
made of theſe Matters, the Commiſſioners of 
the Cuſtoms have left in the Hands of the 
ſaid Dodding and Lowell, £ 215 o 7, ſtill due 
from them to the Revenue as a Reward for 
Thirty-eight Perjuries, Frands, and Subor- 
nation 'of Perjury, which they have been 
guilty of, and as an Encouragement to repeat 
theſe nefarious Practices. 

“This Buſineſs has been now ſix Years de- 


pending, and during that long Period, almoſt 


engroſſed the Attention of your Memorialiſt, 
who has ſuſtained on that Account ſuch 
Trouble, Inſults, Oppreſſions, and Calamities, 
that any one Man has rarely met with; be- 
ſides his being ſtripped of a very advanta- 
g20us Buſineſs, and precluded many inviting 
Proſpects in Life. 

© Your Memorialiſt deſpairing of obtaining 
Redreſs from any other Quarter, humbly pre- 
« jumes 
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( 38 ) 

*© ſumes to lay his whole Caſe before your 
« Lordſhips, not doubting that from your Lord- 
« ſhips Wiſdom, Integrity, and real Care of the 
« Inte:eſts of his Majeſty's Revenue, he will 
« receive that Juſtice which he has long wiſhed 
ce and ſouzht for in vain ; and his effectual Ser- 
« yices on this Occaſion (his Majeſty's R venue 
* ſaving by his Means, full {200 a Year from 
* one H uſe only) fo fairly entitle him to. 

* Your Memorialiſt therefore humbly prays, 
<« that your Lordſhips will be pleaſed to take 
< his Caſe into your Conſideration; and that 
« you w:ll Ordcr the Commiſſioners of his 
«« Majeſty's Cuſtoms, immediately to pay your 
ce Memorialiſt the Sum of {124 6 24, ſtill due 
© to kim on Account ot the Seizure made, and 
« Bounties recovered by his Informations of the 
« ſaid D:duing and Level; and that he may 
« receive ſuch other Compenſation in the Pre- 
© ,miſſ:s, as to your Lordlhips, in your great 
« Wiſtam, Juſtice, and Goodnels, ſhall ſeem 
„ expedient. 

And your Memorialiſt, as in Duty bound, 
will ever pray, Sc. 


May, 31, 1763. William Stewardſon.” 


This Meworial was originally dated the 2 1ſt 
May, but on Account of the Holidays was not 
delivered *till the 31ſt, and the Date was al- 
tered; which I did not know when I wrote the 
following Letter to the Right Hon. Geerge 
Grenville, Firſt Lord of the Treaſury, &c, 


Little College: Street, Wiftminfter, 26 Juh, 1763. 
My Lord, | | 
A Memorial of mine to the Right Hon. 
the Lords of the Treaſury, dated the 21ſt cf 
7 | May 


— —— 


5 


May laſt, has now been two Months preſented 
and no Anſwer as yet returned. I have heard 
of Memorials being ſuppreſſed and never read at 
the Board; and am inclined to think this of 
mine has met with ſome ſuch Fate; or that it 
was referred to the Commiſſioners of the Cuſ- 
toms, whom it principally concerns; and they 
have not yet made out a clear and ſatisfactory 
Account of their Proceedings, concerning the 
Allegations contained therein. | 

When the Hon. Henry Bilſon Legge, Eſq; was 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, I incloſed in a 
Letter to him a Letter to the Right Hon. the 
Lords of the Treaſury, dated the 26th OZober, 
1758, to which I received an Anſwer from the 
Cuſtom-houſe, the 7th Nævember following; in 


which they only took Notice of one Paragraph, 


wherein I had mentioned the Ignorance -and 

Negligence of ſome of their Officers. | 
As this relates to themſelves they have taken 
longer Time about it; but as it contains little 
more than the Subſtance of one Letter of mine, 
of the 2oth Auguſt, 1762, I believe your Lord- 
ſhip will think they have had Time enough to 
prepare a full, clear, and plain Anſwer to what 
is therein advanced; and if they cannot make 
it appear that I am not by Law entitled to 
Z, 124 6 24, I hope your Lordſhip, in Concur- 
rence with the other Right Hon. Gentlemen, 
belonging to the Board, at which you preſide, 
will order the Hon, the Commiſſioners of the 
Cuſtoms, immediately -to pay the Sum above- 
mentioned, which has for Years been illegally 
getained from AP 

Your moſt obedient humble Servant, 
3 Milliam Stewardſoa.' 

In Anſwer to this I received the following. 
Treaſury- 
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E « FTreaſury- Chambers, 28 July, 1763. 


R. Steward/on's Memorial was referred 
tothe Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms, as 
oon as it was received here.“ 


I went to the Cuſtom-houſe the next Day, and 
heard that the Report, or Anſwer to the Memo- 
rial, would be fent up that or the next Day : 
You are very ſenſible, Gentlemen, I could not 
expect any Thing in my Favour from you ; but 
expected to have had a Copy of it, that if there 
had been any Room, I might have replied to it, 
being told that the Lords of the Treaſury acqui- 
eſced in your Report. I wrote to the Right 
Hon. George Grenville, as follows: 


Liiile Callege-Street, Auguſt 5, 1763. 
Beg your Lordſhip will be pleaſed to order 
me a Copy of the Report from the Cuſtom- 
houſe to my Memorial, that I may at leaſt have 
the Satisfaction of knowing by what Law Tam 
deprived of what I zpprehended was due, for the 
Services done to the Publick, by 
Your moit obedient humble Servant, 
William Stewardſon. 
To which receiving no Agſwer, I incloſed a 
Letter to the Right Hon. the Lords of the 
Treafury, in the following to the Right Hon, 
George Greuxille: 


Litth Cellegt-Street, Wiſiminſter, 1915 Aug. 1763. 
Ny Lerd, n | 7 
„Our Lordſhip's known Love of Tuſtice 
makes me hope for this further Indulgence , 

that you will be pleaſed to preſent the incloſed; 
| and, 


Qu 


( 41 ) 
and, if you would honour me fo far as to look 
into thoſe ſhort Sail-cloth Acts, which were left 
at your Lordſhip's Houſe in a Manuſcript, con- 
taining Letters wrote by me to the Com- 
miſſioners of the Cuſtoms, from 1757 to 1763, 
I believe your Lordſhip will be convinced that 
£124 6 23 is ſtill due to me, notwithſtanding 
what may be alledged in the Report from the 
Cuſtom-houſe to the contrary ; which, I think, 


have Authority, without ſeeing it, to pronounce 
at leaſt evalive, when I have one ſhort: Letter 


dated from the ſame Place, which contains Two 
Falſchoods, ſigned by William Wood, and direct- 
ed to Your Lordſhip's 
Moſt obedient humble Servant, 
William Stewardſon.”* 


The Incloſed as follows : 


Little College-Street, 19th Aug. 1763. 
My Lords, 

Y Memorial to your Lordihips having 

been referred to the Commiſſioners of the 
Cuſtoms for an Anſwer, I hope in their Report 
they have paid particular Regard to the Sail- 
cloth Act of the. 12th of Queen Aune; which, 
by ſeveral ſubſequent Acts, is continued to the 
29th September, 1767. By which Act the Boun- 
ty on the Exportation of Brizzh made Sail-cloth 
is given, and on which my Demand of £ 124 
6 2t is founded: For it is thereby enacted, 
That one Moiety of the Forteitures ſhall be to 
„her Majeſty, and the other Moiety thereof to 
* ſuch as ſhall ſcize, inform, or ſue for the fame, 
* or the Va due thereof; to be recovered by Ac- 
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tion, Bill, Suit; or Information, in any of her 
<4 Map fty's Courts of Record at · ¶eſimiuſter, &c; 
| Britiſh made Sail- cloth is neither ſubject to 
Cuſtom or Exciſe, nor liable to Seizure but for 
Frauds on Exportation: Therefore the Produce 
| of all Seizures made, and Money recovered, on 
I | Account of the fraudulent Exportation of Sail- 
| cdloth, ſhould be applied as thoſe Acts direct; 
for, without them, no Bounty could be obtained; 
nor any Seizure made. | bo 
If a Judge was to order a Man guilty. of 
Murder to be tried on the Statute againſt Horſe- 
ſtealing, or Petty-Larceny, could any Perſon 
ſay he acted with Propriety, or according to 
Law, when there was. an abſolute Law againſt 
F | 
Is not the Impropriety equal, if any Law 
or Cuſtom is alledged, except the Sail-cloth 
Acts, where Sail-cloth is the only Article con- 
cerned, as long as thoſe Acts are continued and 
in Force, One Moiety is due to me by thoſe 
Acts · I therefore hope from your Lordſhips 
Equity and Juſtice, that you will be pleaſed to 
order the Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms to pay 
wh me L 124 6 215 which Sum when received will 
1 be far from equivalent to the real Loſs ſuſtained 
1 by their Management; nor can ever be deemed 
fit Encouragement for the Service rendered the 
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14 Publick, by +. Your Lordhißss 
1 Moſt obedient humble Servant, 
1 1 | Milian Stewardſen.. 


Wh Of whom I took my Leave in the following 
Wi. Manner: NN . 


. 


| Tin 


{ us ) 
Title Collegt-Street, 2 30 Sept: 1762. 
My Lords, PO — a, —— 1 * 

AVING received no Anſwer to my Mes 
morial, I preſume it is in vain for me to 
expect any Redrefs from your Board. 
As Cuſtom has not yet conſtituted Law, and 
Cuſtom- houſe Cuſtoms can plead the leaft Pre- 
tence of any to either Law or Equity; and 4s 
Mr. Phillips who drew my Memorial, and ma- 
naged the Printers Cauſe, has faithfully pro- 
miſed, if I was not relieved-by you, to carry 
the Affair before the Court of Common Pleas 
at Weſtminſter, or Guildhall, I have not the leaſt 
Fear or Doubt of meeting with that Juſtice 
from a Judge and Jury, which has been requi- 
red of, and denied by your Lordſhips, to 
Your moſt humble Servant, 
William Stewardſen. 


As I firſt gave Information for redreſſing the 
* 4 of Manufacturers and fair Traders, 
and preventing a Monopoly; which Ends being 
anſwered, it may be aſked, Why ſo many, and 
ſuch importunate Letters, inſiſting on a further 
Proſecution to oblige them to refund what they 
had defrauded the Revenue of? If it had not 
been conſiſtent either with Juſtice or Equity, 
though I think it very agreeabje to both, I an- 
ſwer, Self-preſervation, (the firſt Law of Na- 
ture, as *tis called) obliged me to it; for, after 
ſome one of your Gentlemen took the Letter I 
wrote to Mr. Taſh, as afore-mentioned : I was 
known' to be an Informer, and had all thoſe” 
pretty Names beſtowed upon me that ſuch Gen- 


tlemen are generally diſtinguiſhed by: My Ve- 


racity called in — and, to put it out 1 b 
Ws al 


Ar 
1} Doubt, Dad and Lovell, to make them- 
appear innocent, with the moſt confirmed, 
ſteady, and reſolute Aſſurance (as if in Defiance 
of the Vengeance of Heaven) made an Affirma- 
tion that it was their Clerk's Miflake in dividing 
by Three inſtead of Five ; and the Clerk made 
Affidavit to the ſame Purport. Three Men's 
Oaths would at any Time be believed againſt an 
Informer s Aﬀertion; ſo that I was under a Necefii- 
ty (even after the Goods ſeized were condemned) 
of making appear what I had aſſerted. For, 
as I wrote in my Letter of the 13th September, 
1762, which did not anſwer the Purpoſe you 
know, If. I had gone Abroad without bring - 
e ing the Affair to ſome Iſſue, I ſhould have 
« been branded with the moſt infamous Epi- 
« thets, and a moſt ſcandalous Character ſent 
« afterme, viz. Of accuſing innocent Men of 
-< thevileſt Actions, without Reaſon or Founda- 
tion; and fled away from Juſtice which 
« awaited me here. 
This, I am certain, would have been the 
« Caſe; and if I had been our of the: Way, and, 
the Proſecution had gone on, it would ſtil! 
have been worſe for me; for they had had ſo 
% much Time allowed them, that a freſh Set of 
Books might eaſily have been trumped up to 
** correſpond with the Goods ſaid to have been 
0 exported, and then you would have been caſt, 
DJ and not. recovered one ſingle Shilling; and I 
fſhould have been an informing Villain on 
Record, and liable to be proſecuted fbr Defa- 
„ mation, if ever 1 ſet Foot in England.” 
The Seizures would then have looked 
upon as entirely owing to Miſtake; and I don't 
think myſelf at all obliged to you, that theſe 
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Effects were not produced; your Management 
rather indicated ſuch a Wich than otherways. 
Now, Gentlemen, I hope, for the Benefit of 
the Revenue, and the Publick in general, you 
will uſe your Endeavours next Seſſion af Par- 
liament, that all Kinds of Perjury may be 
made puniſhable by Law ; that Cuſtom-houſe 
Oaths may be no longer looked upon as of no 
Signification, and only mere Matter of Form, 
as they have hitherto generally been, or no 
Man who knows any Thing of the Nature at 
- an Oath, would ever make a free EAtr r. 
As I have always been an Advocate for the 
Diſtreſſed, :I muſt aſk you one Queſtion, the? 
Foreign to my own Affair; Pray how many 
Proſecutions have been, aad are now carrying 
on againſt poor ignorant 'Perſons, who were 
drawn in to give Bond for the Exportation of 
Cambricks, who had no Conſideration for giving 
ſuch Bonds, and were told it was only Matter 
of Form? How many have been obliged to 
uit their Houſes, and · perhaps the Kingdom, 
* fear of a Goal. I loſt ſome Money by one 
who quitted his Houſe on that Occaſion ; but I 
mould nat have mentioned this here, if, laſt 
Winter, when I attended your Office, I had not 
ſeen a poor Woman with a young Child in her 
Arms, who came to ſupplicate for her Huf- 
band, who had been drawn into that Scrape. 
The Uſage ſhe met with ſnocked me; and 1 
was then told that one Man had drowned him- 
ſelf, and many more either had been or would 
be ruined. Could the Revenue or the Publick 
_ reap any Advantage from . proſecuting Perſoas 
unable to pay, and leaving their Children for the 
Pariſh to maintain. Wor not you an" 
beg. | 3 © 
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"Y Oceafion of it, by not cauſing your ne 
to do their Duty in that Ref 2 before, and 

had proper Perſons for Bondfm men? To make 
an Example of a few who had made a Trade of 
Juch a Practice in Terrorem, was neceſſary ; but 
in this Cafe, like almoſt all others, th- greateſt 
Rogues get all the Profit and Advantage, and 
eſcape unpuniſhed in this Worid, whatever 


ma become of them hereafter. 


can't help relating the following Story be- 
Fa I conclude. I was told of a Miracle that 


was wrought by a rich Man at your Board'; in 


a few Words, ſuch a Miracle as no poor Man 
could work, neither by long Prayers, nor long 


faſting ; it was in Subltance as follows: 


Some Caſks of eager French White Wine, 
ſeized by. your Officers in the Rives. were, to 


the great Surprize, Aſtoniſument, and Morti- 


fication of the Officers who' made the Seizure, 
converted into Printers Colours at the Cuſtom- 


houſe. A Miracle indeed ! Is it true? 


I now ap _=_ to your Honours, and the Pub. 
er my Services have deſerved the 
honourable Treatment I have met with; and 
whether you, of all Men in the Kingdom, are 
intitled to enjoy an excluſive Right to break 
your Promiſes, and wilfully endeavour” to the 
- utmoſt of your Power, to ruin a Subject with 
-.. Impunity, who has been of real Uſe and Ser- 
e ta the Revenue and fair Trader, f 
You find, Gentlemen, I have made uſe of 
— poſſible Means for Redreſs; you now 
* 6blige-me to have Recourie to the Law, that 


Nima ratio popuit; that dernier Reſort ; that 


- aſt Reſource of the People 2 Violence, 
. ant * and though I have 
gone 


(. FEES. 
gone through ſuch Hardſhips and Sufferiogy, 


as hardly one in a Million has ſurvived, my old 


Motto, uſed the goth of Auguſt, 1962, is not 
yet laid alide, and I am determined to ' follow 
its Advice: | | 

Tu ne cede malis ſed contra aud-ntior ita. | 

Let not your Courage be caſt down, nor ſink 
under Misfortunes, but be animated and ſpurr'd 
on to form, contrive, and execute more vigo- 
rous and ſpirited Reſolutions. : 

The Execution of them I leave to my 
Lawyer; the Iſſue to a Judge and Jury; and 
myſelf to the Care and Protection of Provi- 
dence; and remain, 


* w * 
9 


Honourable Gentlemen, 


Tour's and the Publick's humble Servant, 


William Stewardſon, 


＋ 


Little College-Street, Naſtminſter, 
; N D. 7. 5 1 7 63 . 


3 — 8 — — 
POSTSCRIPT... 


S jt not ſomething remarkable chat Dodding 


and Lovell carried on theſe Frauds ſucceſs- 


tully for Years, when the Revenue alone was 
injured ; but after Individuals were oppreſſed 


by Dodding's Means, it was not many Months: « 


before their Villainy was detected? Had not. 
your Manner of proſecuting Something, veg 
ſingular in it, as well as your Application of the 

| | Money 
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recovered ? Was not the King's Right 
invaded by it, and my Property, according to 
the Sail-cloth Act, then and now unjuſtly de- 
tained? Did you ever expect to be addreſſed in 
this Manner t Can you ſay, or do you think, 
your Rewards have any Thing adequate in 
them? They are ſomething like the — 
I met with above oe Sm ago, from & 
Meeting of Quakers, after maintaining a Wi- 
dow and two Children Three Years and Four 
Months, thereby hindering them from becom- 
ing chargeable to the Society all that Time, —1 
have a Copy of a Certificate of the Reſentment of 
fome of thoſe heavenly-minded People againk - 
me, for eſpouſing the Cauſe of the Oppreſſed, 
againſt a very rich and a very eminent Preacher 
among them; and alſo, a Copy of his Jeſuitical 
Contcfiion, properly witneſſed, as an Acknow- 
ledgement of his Sorrow for the Wrong he had 


done; which was all the Satisfaction the injured 


Party received. The Story would make a very 

pretty Farce; and being founded on real Facts, 

equal the Duce is in him, and might very praper- 

iy be called SeiriTUaL Coukrsuir ; or, the 

Rivat -QUAKERESSES: A moſt- 

Incident made me mentien this Particular, 

which” T had not the leaſt Thought of, when 

I feat this Letter to the Preſs: A further Nar- 
ration of that Affair I leave to another Oppor- 

tunity ; and ſhall. conclude this Peſſcript, with 

an Extract. from Dr. Herring's Sermon, preached 

at York the 22d of September; 1745, it having a 
more immediate Relation to the Subject of the 
foregoing Letter, viz. The great Iniquity and 
Heinouſneſs of Perjury. PA 4 


( 41 ) 

There is no conceiving the f.range Impa- 
« dence of this Impiety, in appealing to God 
** himſelf to bear Teſtimony to my Integrity, 
„hen I am conſcious that 1 am felling my 
Soul for the Wages of Hypocriſy and Falſe- 
« hood—This Perjury is a ſhameleſs Inſolence 
in Wiekedneſs; a Sin even of a deeper Dye 
1% than Scarlet. Other Sins carry their Shame 
« along with them: The Drunkard, the Thief, 
4% and the Adulterer, compared to the Falſe 
„ Swearer, are Sinners of ſome Modeſty ;. 1s 
far from deſiring God to be a Witneſs of 
« their baſe and atrocious Actions, they would 
* avoid his Prefence, and: retire from him if 
* they could: But Perjury has this daring De- 
« pree of Wickedneſs peculiar to itſelf, it 
„ wilfully affronts even the Majeſty of God, and 
calls upon him to ſee and to obſerve with 
„what a ſteady and confirmed Impiety they 
++ can diſhonour his Name and defy his Venge- 

ance. For there is this further implied in 
the Nature of an Oath, that we appeal to his 
Juſtice as well as to his Knowledge, and do, 
in Effect, deſire him that our Falſchood may 
be followed by his ſevereſt Vengearce : And 
ſure nothing can add greater Weight to our 

Obligations to Truth and Fidelity, which 
are already bound upon us by the juſt Fear 
of God's Curſe and Indignation : For Per- 
jury, under theſe Circumſtances, is a very 
— 7 Degree of Wickedneſs, indeed 
and the miſerable Wretch who is guilty of 
it, has taken the utmoſt Pains to ſhut himſelf 
* out from any Appeal to God's. Mercy ; for 
he has voluntarily thrown himſelf upon the 
« Divine Juſtice, and voluntarily expoſed 7 

G W . 
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1 ( 4) | 
« ſelf to its utmoſt Ri and Severity; and 
10 he is in ſo much worſe Circumſt ance than any 
other Sinner, that one may almoſt ſay, he has» 
* not ſo much as left himſelf a Reſerve in the 
« Googneſs and Compaſſion of God Almighty;-- 
Leet him remember, but let him tremble at the 
Remembrance, That when he took the Holy 
Book into his Hand, and bound his Fidelity by 
his Religion, he was underſtood to mean; Let 
this Engagement of mine be made in the moſt A 
« ſolemn Manner, and let all the World take 
Notice, Thataf I am falſe to Truth and the- 
„ truſt 4 255 in me, 1 defire a0 Part in che 
Goodneſs and Mercy of, God, nor in the 
good of my Redeemer : May the Indigna- 
| tion and Curſe of God attend me here, and 
may my Name be blotted out of the Book of 
| + Life. —Theſe are the, aggrayating Circum- 
** ſtances which attend the Commiſſion of this 
** monſtrous Sin in every Degree of it, that it 
* taints and corrupts a Man's Honour and Re- 
5 2 and is a molt wicked Affront and 
« Indignity offered to the Majeſty of Heaven.“ 
; : ws ov» + # . 1 „ 
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